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Vehicle thefts in NC rise, 
reversing decade-long trend 


BY RICHARD STRADLING 
rstradling@newsobserver.com 


RALEIGH 

Car thieves are making a 
comeback. 

After years of decline, motor 
vehicle thefts are on the rise 
again in North Carolina. The 
rate of thefts rose 13.1 percent in 
the state last year, even as the 
overall rate of property crimes 
such as burglary and larceny 


declined, according to the latest 
crime statistics released by the 
State Bureau of Investigation. 
The spike ends a dramatic 
decade-long decrease in car 
thefts in the state and nation- 
wide. The rate of motor vehicle 
thefts per capita is still less than 
half what it was in 2006, largely 
because of anti-theft technology 
that made cars harder to steal. 
Those who work to prevent 
auto thefts and catch thieves are 
still trying to determine why the 


momentum has shifted, but they other sophisticated technology 


say new technology is likely a 
factor. A year ago, the National 
Insurance Crime Bureau, an 
industry group, warned about 
devices that allow thieves to 
intercept and relay the signals 
from your key fob to your car, 
allowing them to unlock and 
start it while you and your fob 
are walking away or inside your 
home. 

Raleigh police have not en- 
countered any relay devices or 


being used to steal vehicles in 
the city, said Lt. D.B. Dunmyre, 
who oversees property crimes in 
the detective bureau. But then 
again, he said, it’s not uncom- 
mon for stolen cars or trucks to 
be found later without any vis- 
ible signs of how they were 
stolen. 


ANTI-THEFT TECH HELPS 
Keyless entry systems, or 
smart keys, were actually one of 


the technologies that helped 
bring about the decline in auto 
thefts starting in the late 1990s, 
says Frank Scafidi, spokesman 
for the National Insurance 
Crime Bureau. Another was 
ignition immobilizers, which 
prevent the engine from starting 
or running without the key and 
all but eliminate the classic 
“hot-wiring” seen in old movies. 
More common use of alarm 
systems and GPS tracking de- 
vices that help locate stolen 
vehicles have also discouraged 
thieves, as has better enforce- 
ment by police, Scafidi said. 
Among the techniques used by 
law enforcement now, he said, 
are cameras on patrol cars that 
automatically scan every license 
plate they see, alerting officers 


SEE CAR THEFT, 4A 


2017 IN REVIEW 
These 
moments 
warmed 
hearts 


BY AMY FORLITI 
Associated Press 


MINNEAPOLIS 

It wasn’t all doom and gloom 
in 2017. The year was also filled 
with awe-inspiring moments that 
united us and warmed the heart. 

The first total solar eclipse to 
cross the U.S. in a century 
bought millions together in what 
some could only describe as a 
primal experience. Thousands of 
immigrants took the oath of 
citizenship, realizing their 
dreams of becoming Americans. 
And one adorable baby, Fiona 
the hippopotamus, became a 
story of survival as she overcame 
the odds and tumbled into the 
world’s heart. 

The stories provided some 
lighthearted moments amid a 
series of deadly mass shootings, 
terrorist attacks, hurricanes, 
wildfires, sexual harassment 
scandals and other tragic news in 
2017. 

Here’s a look at a few of the 
moving, unifying and just plain 
fun moments of 2017: 


YAY, SCIENCE! 

It seems nothing brought 
Americans together more than 
the first total solar eclipse to 
move across the U.S. in a centu- 
ry. 

For one moment in the middle 
of an August day, millions of 
people stopped what they were 
doing and gazed upward in won- 
der as the moon slipped over the 
sun — leaving a path of total 
darkness that stretched from 
Oregon to South Carolina. Some 
eclipse watchers sang, some 
danced and some were moved to 
tears. Kids thought it was pure 
magic, and people traveled to 
remote sections of the country to 
get the best glimpse. 

A study by the University of 
Michigan, requested by NASA, 
estimated that 215 million Amer- 
ican adults — or 88 percent of 
the country’s adult population — 
viewed the eclipse either directly 
or electronically. That’s 104 


SEE ECLIPSE, 10A 


A GOOD VIEW OF FIRST NIGHT 


“We didn’t have this when I was growing up,” Katrina Boye said before she and her daughter, YaiRokey Boye, rode the Ferris wheel stationed 
on Fayetteville Street during First Night Raleigh on Sunday. The annual event draws tens of thousands of people to downtown Raleigh and 
includes the acorn drop at midnight. This year’s celebration featured 100 performances at nearly three dozen venues. 


CASEY TOTH ctoth@heraldsun.com 


2 protesters in Iran killed as 
social media apps blocked 


BY AMIR VAHDAT 
AND JON GAMBRELL 


Associated Press 


TEHRAN, IRAN 
Iran on Sunday blocked ac- 
cess to Instagram and a popular 
messaging app used by activists 

to organize and publicize the 
protests now roiling the Islamic 
Republic, as authorities said two 
demonstrators had been killed 
overnight in the first deaths 
attributed to the rallies. 


The demonstrations, which 
began Thursday over the eco- 
nomic woes plaguing Iran and 
continued Sunday, appear to be 
the largest to strike the Islamic 
Republic since the protests that 
followed the country’s disputed 
2009 presidential election. 

Iranian President Hassan 
Rouhani also broke his silence 
on the demonstrations in a 
speech aired Sunday night, say- 
ing that people had the right to 
protest though the public should 


not be made to “feel concerned 
about their lives and security.” 

They were fanned in part by 
messages sent on the Telegram 
messaging app, which authori- 
ties blocked Sunday along with 
the photo-sharing app Insta- 
gram, which is owned by tech 
giant Facebook. 

Many in Iran are learning 
about the protests and sharing 
images of them through Tele- 
gram, a mobile phone messa- 
ging app popular among the 


country’s 80 million people. On 
Saturday, Telegram shut down 
one channel on the service over 
Iranian allegations it encour- 
aged violence, something its 
moderator denied. 

On Sunday, Telegram CEO 
Pavel Durov wrote on Twitter 
that authorities had blocked 
access to the app. 

“Tranian authorities are block- 
ing access to Telegram for the 
majority of Iranians after our 
public refusal to shut down... 
peacefully protesting channels,” 
he wrote. 

Iran’s state TV news website, 
iribnews.ir, quoted an anony- 
mous source saying that social 


SEE IRAN, 4A 
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